


Inns of Court

Presentation re Hillary Clinton


1. MC Presentation (30 seconds) 

MC addresses the audience to introduce the segment.
MC:  Hello everyone.  Our next discussion involves the Hillary Clinton campaign and immigration issues.  Hillary Clinton has expressed her support of President Obama’s immigration policies.  What we will be seeing next is first, a short presentation of Hillary Clinton’s campaign position.  Next, we will see what happens after the election, with a hypothetical election win by Hillary Clinton, as she discusses immigration with her top legal counsel.

2. Clinton Introduction re topic and VIDEO play  (5 minutes)

Lewis enters (dressed as HC).  Introduction by Lewis regarding short history of efforts to reform immigration policy in Congress, Obama’s executive orders, and HC’s support of the executive orders.  [Leave United States of America v. Texas for Rob].

Hillary: In recent history, Congress has had many failed attempts at comprehensive immigration reform, including the Kennedy and McCain 2005 proposal of the Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act, followed by the Border Protection, Anti-terrorism, and Illegal Immigration Control Act of 2005 passed by the House the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2006, passed by the senate, the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2007 which failed in the Senate.

The DREAM Act, originally introduced in 2001 and reintroduced in various forms multiple times since, incorporated various provisions of earlier attempts at immigration reform and provided for a process for conditional and permanent residency for undocumented immigrants who entered the United States as children who also met certain educational standards.  

As I have highlighted throughout this campaign, immigration reform must be accomplished to protect undocumented immigrants, especially those who came here as children and those who are the parents of Americans, from the constant fear of deportation.

Lewis cuts to the video from the HC campaign re: Dream Act, etc. 

After Congress failed to enact much needed immigration reform, President Obama was forced to act to protect child immigrants in the United States and the parents of US citizens.

Hillary: Starting in June of 2012, the Obama administration began to implement the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, DACA, which does not confer non-immigrant legal status, but provides for a two year renewable exemption from deportation and work permits for immigrants who came to the United States illegally as children under 16, are under 31 years of age and meet other requirements.  At the start of the program, the PEW Research Center estimated up to 1.7 million people would be eligible.  In November, 2014, President Obama announced changes to DACA that would expand it to include immigrants who entered the county before 2010 instead of 2007 and remove the age cap for eligibility, increasing the number of eligible people by about 330,000 according to a Pew Research Center estimate.

Also in November, 2014, President Obama announced the Deferred Action for Parents of Americans program, also known as DAPA.  DAPA would grant a deferred action status to undocumented immigrants in the US since 2010 who are parents of US citizens or lawful permanent residents.

We need to work towards comprehensive immigration reform, but until that is accomplished, we must continue the Obama administration’s implementation of DAPA and expansion of DACA.  So vote for me, Hillary Clinton, to protect immigrant parents and children… or else my campaign will make sure your vote will not be counted.

3. MC presentation (30 seconds)

MC enters – short statement – 
Imagine now that Hillary Clinton has defeated Donald Trump and is the President.  She sits down in the Oval Office to discuss her support of the Obama administration’s immigration policy with her chief legal counsel, Rob Kline.

4. Oval Office Discussion between Hillary Clinton and counsel.  (5-6 minutes total)

Hillary Clinton and adviser enter and sit.  Oval office media backdrop/design on screen in background.

Rob: Congratulations, Madame President.

Hillary: President Hillary Clinton!  I can finally let down my hair and wear comfortable shoes!  First step, I retroactively de-classify anything in my emails and have to set up my official email, prezhill@gmail.com.

Hillary: Let’s talk about my immigration policy.  

Rob: I’m glad you brought that up.  We have this problem called United States v. Texas.


(a) Rob Kline provides legal background for United States v. Texas and current status (the discussion will assume that the decision is still pending)

Rob: In United States vs. Tesax, the United Stated appealed a preliminary injunction, pending trial, forbidding implementation of Obama’s executive orders regarding immigration policy, called DACA and DAPA.  

26 Republican-run states challenged them under the Administrative Procedures Act.  The District Court enjoined the program on the ground that the states are likely to succeed on their claim that DAPA is subject to the APA’s procedural requirements.  The Fifth Circuit affirmed the trial court’s injunction.

The injunction applies nationwide.  The United States claimed that nationwide scope of the injunction was an abuse of discretion and asked that it be confined to Texas or the 26 plaintiff states. The 5th Circuit refused finding:

· The Constitution requires “an uniform Rule of Naturalization”.  Partial implementation of DAPA would detract from a uniform system.  
· Also, partial implementation is problematic because DAPA beneficiaries would be free to move among states.

The US Supreme Court has taken the case, heard oral argument and was expected to issue a ruling in the summer of 2016.  

With the current composition of the Court, there are three potential outcomes, a 4-4 split decision, affirming the 5th Circuit and letting the injunction stand, a reversing the 5th Circuit.

(b) Hillary: What if the Court is deadlocked at 4-4?

Rob: If the court is deadlocked at 4-4, then the 5th Circuit injunction stands, barring implementation of Obama’s executive orders.  That leaves Madame President with two options:

(1) Try a new round of executive orders with a different legal strategy.  

In the meantime, you can nominate someone for the Supreme Court that is likely to back your new executive orders.

Rob: For example, you could nominate Bill.

Hillary: Too many law clerks. I am already giving every White House intern a life alert button in case he gets too close.

Rob: Obama?

Hillary:  Well, he certainly believes in the ultimate authority of the executive branch.

	(2) I’m afraid your only other option is to work with Congress to pass immigration reform.

(c) Hillary:  What if the Court affirms the 5th Circuit injunction?

Rob:  If the Supreme Court affirms the 5th Circuit injunction, you could still try to pass new round of executive orders.  But that is even less likely to succeed.  

The 5th Circuit was not very impressed by Obama’s strategy of having his Department of Homeland Security issue a memorandum directing subordinates to use prosecutorial discretion to defer enforcement of the nation’s immigration laws against certain groups of people.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]If the Supreme Court affirms the 5th Circuit, the likelihood that you’ll be able to successfully accomplish national immigration policy reform by executive order appears to be very low.  So, if there’s an affirmation, you’re probably going to be stuck with working with a Republican-controlled Congress.

(d) Hillary: What if the Court reverses?”

Rob:  If the Supreme Court reverses the 5th Circuit, it will vindicate the Obama administration’s executive orders.  If that happens, the sky’s the limit.  You could even consider issuing new executive orders that broaden Obama’s orders.

5. Closing Presentation by Clinton (1 minute)

Hillary: DACA and DAPA are programs that are designed to soften some of the harshest policies of our immigration system for those who came here as children and the parents of Americans.  As President, I will continue to fight for these men and women to have the opportunity to be productive members of our society.

Now, I can finally start moving in.  At least I have had a comprehensive plan for immigrating to the White House for almost a decade.
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