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BS:	This is HUGE.  We’re in the Oval Office.  We won.  All those Hillary Naysayers really got it wrong.  And did you see the look on Trump’s face when he had to give that concession speech?  Thank God CNN has replayed that sucker 50 times or so because I just can’t seem to get enough of it.  
But we have work to do, my faithful advisers, and much of that work has to happen in my first 100 days in office to ensure I’m keeping my campaign promises.  Let’s talk about immigration.  What can we do to address guest worker visas?  
I want to take action quickly on this! What executive orders can I issue?  What legislation should I propose? How can I get this done?  
CH:	Sir, we think that a standalone guest-worker program is unlikely to pass the Congress—at least any time soon. This is an issue that has come up repeatedly over the past few administrations, and each time it has been bogged down in debates about border security and comprehensive immigration reform. 
So, if you’re looking for a quick win on guest workers, we may want to consider whether we can circumvent Congress. 
BS:	Can we do that?
CH:	Well, there is some historical precedent for doing so. During World War II, the US Government negotiated a bilateral agreement with Mexico that brought Mexican workers here for seasonal agricultural work. This became known as the “bracero” program, and it was not initially authorized by Congress—instead, it was authorized by executive order, and then formalized in a bilateral agreement signed by officials from the executive branch of each country. It wasn’t until the program had existed for nine years that Congress enacted authorizing legislation. 
BS:	Well, it sounds like there might be a narrow window to circumvent Congress and get a quick win on this issue. But that doesn’t address all of my concerns. As you know, I didn’t like the immigration bill that was proposed in 2007 because of the possibility for exploitation of guest workers; the Southern Poverty Law Center even called it “modern day slavery.”  I’m a democratic socialist, I can’t have that!  We need a policy that doesn’t bind workers to one monopolistic, abusive employer and we need to make sure we’re not stealing summer life guard jobs away from high school kids.  
CH:	Sir, based on historical precedent, those may be valid concerns. As you know, the bracero program was heavily criticized by unions that saw the premise of “labor shortages” as a ploy by farmers to import cheaper foreign labor. And there is some evidence that the use of guest workers prevented wages in agriculture from keeping pace with those in other fields, like manufacturing. 
In addition, towards the end of the bracero program, it became clear that many guest workers had been subjected to exploitative treatment. Their living conditions and treatment were often totally abysmal. Although abuses of guest workers today may not be as severe, there are still serious systemic problems, including terrible working conditions, low pay, and a disproportionate lack of health benefits as compared with US agricultural workers. 
Finally, it’s clear that the bracero program did not stem the tide of illegal immigration, which continued as people who could not get permitted as braceros chose to enter the country without authorization instead. 
BS:	OK, so it seems like there are way too many limitations and challenges to that approach.  And I’m tired of being so limited.  I was elected on a mandate to lead the revolution.  And that’s what we need to do with immigration.  Forget about work visas, let’s go big and discuss how I’m going to grease the wheel  for 11 million undocumented folks to become  citizens.  How do we create the Path to Citizenship I campaigned on?  
As I said on the campaign trail, this injustice must end!  The ban all Muslims, anti-immigrant, xenophobic hysteria Trump tried to gin up failed.  I see a brighter future ahead where families remain intact and the best of our humanity prevails.  Let’s do this, but first how about you tell me how.  
SG: If a pathway to citizenship is the goal for your immigration reform, then a good starting point would be to revisit the Senate Bill 744 – the 2013 Border Security, Economic Opportunity, Immigration Modernization Act.  This bipartisan bill passed in the Senate by a 68 to 32 vote, and I know that you were initially reluctant to support the bill because of the guest worker program.  
BS: Yes, that's true but I believe that after amendment that would provide $1.5 billion over two years to state and local job programs that would target 16 to 24 year-old workers, I did support the bill.
SG:  That's right.  But, as you know, the bill addresses a lot more than just state and local jobs -it addressed all aspects of the immigration process from border and enforcement issues to legal immigration reforms.  There are actually five titles to the bill:  two focused on enforcement, one section created a new legalization program, another section developed to creating new avenues for temporary immigration, and a final section entitled, Jobs for Youth – an amendment that was dedicated to creating opportunities for low-income youth.
BS:  From what I recall of Senate Bill 744 – there were a series of enforcement measures or triggers that would have to go into effect before completing the legalization process, is that right?
SG: Yes, the enforcement section of the bill would require that the Department of Homeland Security certify that the Comprehensive Southern Border Security Strategy is developed and operational, that 700 miles of fencing is complete, and that over 38,000 border patrol agents are deployed before the legalization program of the bill takes effect.  The total allocation for border patrol would grow to $46.6 billion! 
BS:  US Border Patrol – Put the Panic in Hispanic.  And now we need to put that on steroids?! 
SG:  The other purpose of the bill – which probably interests you more – was a pathway to lawful permanent residency for existing undocumented workers through a Registered Provisional Immigrant program.  This knew kind of status – RPI status – is a precursor to permanent residency, meaning that after 10 years of RPI status, migrations would apply for lawful residency.  After 3 years of lawful residency, immigrants could apply for citizenship.  The DREAM Act and Agricultural Job OpportunitiesAct (AgJobs) are both incorporated into the RPI program, but applicants who qualify under those provisions will be eligible to obtain legal permanent resident status more rapidly.
BS: Who would be eligible for the regular- run of the mill- RPI program?
SG:  Anyone who has been in the U.S. since December 31, 2011, has not been convicted of a felony or three or more misdemeanors, pay their assessed taxes, pass background checks, and pay application fees and a $1,000 penalty (which may be paid in installments). Applicants must also be admissible under current law, which excludes individuals who have committed certain offenses.  And people with RPI status will not be eligible for federal benefits such as Medicaid, food stamps, and benefits under the Affordable Care Act, and in general will not receive social security credit for previous unauthorized employment. 
BS:  This bill is killing my democratic socialist heart!  So are there any other downsides to the RPI program?
SG:  Oh yes, Mr. President, there's more.  Under Senate Bill 744, it would be really easy to lose permanent residency status, which could also result in grounds for deportation.  For example, an immigrant could lose LPR status for minor criminal activity such as shoplifting.  An immigrant could also lose LPR status if they were unemployed for over 60 days or delinquent on their taxes.  
BS:  I don't know what I was kind of Vermont-grown herb I was smoking when I voted for Senate Bill 744  - this doesn't sound like that pathway to citizenship that I envisioned.  There must be another way! 
SG:  Well, there's always amnesty! 
BS: Amnesty?! Granting amnesty suppose that a wrong was committed.  But  an immigrant without papers has done nothing wrong.  Amnesty comes from the Greek word "amnistia," which means forgotten.  I will not forget these folk but rather I will full my pledge of a REVOLUTION.  

