Kendra:	President Cruz, thanks for having me. That was a crazy turn of events---who would have ever guessed that Donald Trump was born in Kenya?

		A housewarming gift. (Hand the pres. A can of soup.)

LAKE: 	Chunky – my favorite.

Look, Harry, prior to my divine ascension to the presidency, and before I was here in the oval office, I was twine on the Senate floor fighting for the passage of Kate's law, the law named for Kate Steinle who last July was murdered by an illegal who had SEVEN felony conviction, who had previously been deported FIVE times at tax payer expense, and who illegally reentered the United State SIX times.

As below, so above, I want to reintroduce Kate’s law as my first effort with the US Congress, and I want your help, Harry.

KENDRA:	Well, President Cruz, you are not going to receive it.





LAKE:	Look, HEATHEN Reid, Kate’s Law is important. 

It would block states and cities from receiving federal law enforcement funding if they refuse to communicate with the Immigration and Customs Enforcement due to that state or city's "sanctuary city" policies.

Kate’s Law will prevent violent crimes by imprisoning criminal immigrants

By imposing a FIVE YEAR mandatory minimum sentence for criminal immigrants who:
	
	(1) who were convicted before such removal or departure of an aggravated felony, including non-violent and drug offenses; or

	(2) who were convicted at least two times before such removal or departure of illegal reentry under this section;

KENDRA:	Lucifer in the flesh, think about what you are suggesting. 

	United States Sentencing Comm., 
2015 - 15,715 offenders convicted of illegal reentry
--About 22% of federal prosecutions are illegal reentry prosecutions

		--The largest concentrations are in New Mexico, Texas, Arizona, and California; but they are prevalent in every jurisdiction.
		--For example, in 2015 in Oregon, 105 of Oregon’s 582 cases that were sentenced were immigration cases. 18% of cases that went to sentencing.
		Context: 
~25K drug sentences in 2015
Oregon 187

	The average sentence for illegal reentry is 15 months imprisonment; 
	The sentences are largely accomplished using “fast track” systems. The point is to impose a punishment, and then get the person deported. 
	When a person has a significant, violent, criminal history, the guidelines permit a far greater sentence if the people on the ground (prosecutors/judges) think it is justified.

	Add a 5 year mandatory minimum, we are talking a HUGE EXPENSE. 

	In the first 5 years, we’d be looking at about 50,000 more beds. 

	DOJ has to devote about $7 billion annually of its budget to BOP, something DOJ tells Congress is already having a devastating impact on its ability to fund FBI, staff, etc.

	Some put the cost estimate for this bill at about 2 billion annually. It’s a huge, unnecessary expense.

LAKE:	I will poke out your left eye if I have to, Harry: 

“We need to spend the money to lock up murderers…It’s cheaper to lose our sons and daughters.”

"It is sad that you, as Democratic leader, choose to stand with violent criminal illegal aliens instead of the American citizen," 

KENDRA:	That’s effective rhetoric, but I do not see the connection to this bill and protecting our citizens.

I see no evidence of these crimes serving as deterrents; so you are talking about protecting people literally only during the time that people are held in custody. 

And you are holding them on ILLEGAL REENTRY--- not a violent offense or based upon any information that tells you they will commit a violent offense.

I do not see how we, as a country, can get so up in arms when other countries punish our citizens for crimes that we perceive to be absurd when we plan on imposing mandatory minimum terms on people for simply being in our country illegally.

LAKE: 	But that is the key, isn’t it. They are here illegally. And yet, when you oppose this bill, you “impugn legal immigrants."

"I am the son of an immigrant who came legally from Cuba," 

"And for you, the Democratic leader, to cynically suggest that somehow immigrants should be lumped into the same bucket with murderers and rapists demonstrates the cynicism of the modern Democratic party."

KENDRA:	That quote---and I have heard you say that before---misleads people about this law and its ability to protect our citizens. 

	There are many, many non-violent “aggravated felonies.” A single delivery of a controlled substance in your dorm room, if you are convicted, is an aggravated felony. Making fake IDs for your buddies could be an aggravated felony. 

	There are probably very few rapists and murders who are so convicted, are deported, and return. And if they do, the SENTENCING GUIDELINES would already very likely recommend a sentence above 5 years and a judge could impose it. There is no need for this law.

Life and, sadly, sometimes death, is tragic and random. Some stories that I have heard about Kate Steinle’s death is that the alien had been passed out, woke up, and was recklessly shooting at sea lions when a stray bullet hit the concrete on the pier, the bullet ricocheted, hit her in the back and killed her. 

It’s unimaginable, and incomprehensible, but not a basis for a $2billion annual piece of legislation. 

LAKE:	“Polls show that even in the bluest of blue states, Americans are tired of politicians standing with criminal illegal aliens.”

KENDRA:	But, opposing this bill is not standing with criminal illegal aliens, but WITH federal judges, DOJ, FBI, and BOP. 

	A judge sentencing someone for illegal reentry can discern the difference between:

	--- a person who has been previously convicted of rape, deported, and arrested for being in the country illegally, 

--- a person convicted for illegal reentry in ’82, returns for work, is convicted again in ’94, returns and works and faces a conviction for illegal reentry again in 2015

--- a young woman born in Mexico, who comes to say, Forrest Grove, Oregon, at age 1, graduates from Portland Community College, and who---at 25---is convicted for translating a boyfriend’s drug transaction on a wiretap, is deported, and is arrested in a California hospital visiting her American daughter, who she had left behind to ensure she received proper medical treatment. 

	When we finally get around to appointing to judges, we appoint them because of their judgment and 
reasoning.

	But under your bill, each of those folks faces a five-year mandatory minimum; judicial discretion is gone. 
 
	And I realize that I am going on a bit, but your plan at least has some potential to backfire b/c there is no way that USAO’s are going to prosecute all of these cases --- so instead of getting a conviction on a person who, under the current law, the government would have sought an 15 month sentence, they will not simply move to deport without any prosecution. 

LAKE:	Well, I won’t let them do that. If they do that, they’ll lose funding.

KENDRA:	But it is not really as if you have identified a source to pay these expenses, you are imposing it on the DOJ.

LAKE:	The bottom line is: I want this law

KENDRA:	O’Reilly wants this law.

LAKE:	The American people want this law. 

	And some Republican Senators who are the major proponents of getting rid of mandatory minimums in other contexts, like Senator Grassley, are in favor of this law. 
	Sen. Thom Tillis has generally expressed opposition to mandatory minimums, but as to this law said, “These are noncitizens violating our immigration laws,” Politico quoted Tillis. “I think you can hold them to a different standard. Some may think it’s a conflict; I look at these as people illegally entering and re-entering the country, and that’s why I’m able to rationalize.”
	My closing comment on this law in November 2015 was that I wanted it attached to “must pass” legislation. If I had returned to the Senate, I would have surely pursued it.

	Instead, I ended up as president. I am going to see this legislation through.


KENDRA:	Hmm…

	In 2015-16, the GOP majority in the Senate Judiciary Committee was 11-9, with many of those republicans against mandatory minimums. Consequently, even though this type of legislation has passed in the House, you couldn’t get it out of Committee, but it was VERY CLOSE.

	It is weird---you’d think I’d be able to remember whether I am the Senate Majority Leader or Minority Leader in 2017---but I just can’t. 

	The success of this legislation probably hinges on that answer, doesn’t it?

LAKE:	It hinges on me being president, which I am! You coming over for pinochle Thursday?

KENDRA:	Sure enough.

LAKE:	Bring more soup.
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