Discussion between three attorneys hiring an expert witness

Peter:	Rick…We have to retain an expert for the upcoming trial in the Jones matter.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rick:	Why are you bothering me with this? Don’t you know that I am very important and always busy. I guess you are coming to me or because you know that I only hire the best people and only I can solve these probems, or because of my great and unmatched wisdom. 

Peter:	yeah, you’re wise (sarcastically). I will let Kathleen explain our delima

Kathleen:  We need a strong expert. This case may in fact turn on the testimony of that one witness. One of the candidates is really strong on the law in this area, has substantial experience with our facts and has successfully testified in numerous cases in our jurisdiction. The other candidate is a new-comer on the scene, has a strong educational background, but little to no trial experience, but right out of central casting. 

Rick:	That’s easy. Go with the first one. 

Kathleen:	Great, I will let HER know.

Rick:	Wait..What?   HER

Peter: 		Yes, That was our delima. The one with all of the experience is a female. The other candidate with virtually no experience is male.

Rick:	I would hire the man

Peter and Kathleen:  WHY !!

Rick:	I think men make better witnesses. 

Peter and Kathleen:	WHAT !!

Rick:	People pay more attention to men. They look the part. They are more credible and believable. They have less distractions. What happens if its late in the day and things are getting good. You are about to get to the central issue and the jury is hanging on every word the witness is saying. She is about to tell the jury that the opposing party’s theory can not possibly be correct when BAM, she stands up and says she  has to leave to pick up her kids and get home to make dinner for the family. Now do you think that the jury is going to listen to her testimony the next morning. Men don’t have those issues.

Kathleen:  Are you f….n  kidding me?

Rick:	Well I hope I was helpful. Now I have to go. I’m late for my tee time at the mens club. I’m sure you will make the right decision. 

Rick leaves

Katheleen:	Peter. Who do we hire? The woman really has far more experience and would do a great job. 

Peter:	That’s easy….We hire the woman

Kathleen:	Won’t Rick be upset. He is the senior partner.

Peter:	I wouldn’t worry about it. He probably won’t even remember having this conversation. We go with the stronger candidate.



  
